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- "Sanga Mantap" to the north west of the temple of the
Lord to house the poets. The original poets of Madurai
and those of other regions were thereby sad at this de-
velopment but they were not able to score over the forty
eight Sanga poets in any contests of literary skill.

The Sanga poets then prayed to Lord
Somasundareswara to give them a "Sanga plank" which
would indicate the relative merits of two or more
contesting poets as such contests were frequently
occuring. The Lord appeared in the guise of poet with a
plank a cubic square in dimensions and informed them
that it would so extend itself as to give accomodation to
really meritorious poets at the rate of one cubit in length
for each poet. The plank would thus be an infallible
jud'ge of the merits of a poet. The poets accepted the
plank with gratitude and installed it in the Sanga Mantap.
They offered puja to the divine plank and then the poets
took their seats on it. As each of them ascended it, it
grew length by a cubit to accomodate him. Thus it
accomodated all of them.

Lord Somasundara now appeared before them
in the guise of a poet and asked 48 poets to show to him
those poems which had baffled their understanding and
easily explained them to the poets and cleared all their
doubts. The poets were grateful and asked him to take
his seat on the plank along with them. The Lord did so
and become the forty ninth poet and the most important
of them all.